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The Great Lakes Metro Chambers Coalition (GLMCC) – a collective of chambers of commerce that jointly
advocate on core federal policies that impact economic growth and job creation – represents more than
60,000 employers of all sizes. We have worked productively with Administrations and Congressional
leaders for more than ten years on a bi-partisan policy agenda that supports the revitalization of the
Great Lakes region.
Our coalition believes that funding critical public transportation and infrastructure yields a significant
return on investment for our communities. As the nation’s manufacturing and logistics powerhouse,
these investments are particularly important to the Great Lakes region and directly impact the national
economy. This document, which highlights the GLMCC's top infrastructure priorities across the Great
Lakes states, reflects this view and prioritizes new and existing projects that will propel the regional
economy, and beyond, forward.
The GLMCC also supports national policies that are important to transportation and infrastructure. These
include full funding for the Capital Investment Grants (CIG) and Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) programs and fixing the Highway Trust Fund, a critically important program that is
suffering from a structural revenue deficit.
In the following pages you will read about projects that will catalyze community revitalization, economic
growth, workforce development, and much more across the many communities represented by our
coalition. While we continue to work to raise local funds for these critical projects, we need a strong
federal partner to help close the gap. Full support of programs like CIG and BUILD, in addition to a
commitment to our catalytic project priorities, are essential to fostering the Great Lakes region’s ability to
compete.

Dottie Gallagher
President & CEO
Buffalo Niagara Partnership

Joe Roman
President & CEO
Greater Cleveland Partnership

Sandy K. Baruah
President & CEO
Detroit Regional Chamber

Matt Smith
President
Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce

To learn more about our work, visit GreatLakesMetroChambers.com
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DESCRIPTION
The Soo Locks are the single passageway
for iron ore from Northern Minnesota
and Northern Michigan, grain from the
Plain States, and coal from the Powder
River Basin to be shipped to the rest of
the country and internationally. The 49year-old Poe Lock is reaching the end of
its 50-year predicted lifespan. With
adequate support to begin construction,
the project to build a second Poe-sized
lock is expected to take 7-10 years and
will require $80-100 million in funding
each year in order to be completed
efficiently.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
The failure of these systems would

NAME OF PROJECT
Soo Locks

severely jeopardize the economy of the

CITY/REGION
Saulte Ste. Marie, MI &

failure of Poe Lock alone would shut

Northern Michigan
OVERALL COST
$922 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$89.2 million

Great Lakes region and the national
economy as well. It is estimated that the
down the Great Lakes steel industry and,
consequently, auto and appliance
manufacturing in North America. The
success of the Soo Locks is critical for the
Great Lakes and U.S. economy.
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DETROIT
REGIONAL
CHAMBER
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DESCRIPTION
The M-1 Rail is a unique public/private
partnership providing the first light rail
service in the Detroit Region in over sixty
years. The line construction has been
funded thus far by a mixture of state,
federal, philanthropic, and other private
sector funds.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
Detroit is the largest metropolitan area in
the nation without coordinated regional
transit. The M-1 Rail will connect its two
most vibrant commercial centers via rail

NAME OF PROJECT
M-1 Rail
CITY/REGION
Detroit, MI
OVERALL COST
$528 million

and could become the backbone for a
larger transit system that connects
Detroit and the suburbs.
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GRAND
RAPIDS
CHAMBER

DESCRIPTION
The I-96/I-196 corridor provides primary
freeway access for East/West traffic
including a primary connection to
downtown Grand Rapids, access to
surrounding communities, and more
distant destinations both to the East and
West.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
This is the primary East/West corridor in
West Michigan that connects
communities and provides access to jobs,
healthcare, and more. A series of

NAME OF PROJECT
East Bound I-96 / West Bound
I-196 Ramp
CITY/REGION
Grand Rapids, MI
OVERALL COST
$10 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$10 million

underway and planned projects are
enhancing the corridor, and this is a
critical, currently unfunded component of
these efforts planned to improve
connectivity.
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GREATER
CLEVELAND
PARTNERSHIP
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DESCRIPTION
This project encompasses the
replacement of heavy rail vehicles, light
rail vehicles, and other associated
infrastructure upgrades to the rail
maintenance facility and equipment.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
GCRTA is an important public partner that
provides more than $300 million in
economic impact to Cuyahoga County,
including employment, earnings, and
investment in the region. Public transit is
an important part of Northeast Ohio's

NAME OF PROJECT
Greater Cleveland Regional
Transit Authority Rail Car
Replacement
CITY/REGION
Cleveland, OH
OVERALL COST
$240 million

economic development system.
Upgrading one of the oldest rail car
systems in the country to accommodate
future riders and employers is critical to
the region's continued growth and vitality.
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CINCINNATI
USA
REGIONAL
CHAMBER
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DESCRIPTION
The replacement project includes several
miles of highway leading to and from the
Brent Spence Bridge. After construction is
complete, both major exits and the span
of highway between them would be
reconfigured and updated to
accommodate new traffic patterns
leading to the bridge.

PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
The bridge carries both I-75 and I-71
traffic through the Greater Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky area, but it also
connects 10 states from as far north as
Michigan to as far south as Florida. It is

NAME OF PROJECT
Brent Spence Bridge
CITY/REGION
Cincinnati, OH & Northern
Kentucky
OVERALL COST
$2.6 billion

one of the busiest trucking routes in the
U.S., with freight equal to 3% (or roughly
$417 billion) of the nation's GDP crossing
the bridge each year.
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DESCRIPTION
Funding is necessary to rapidly complete
the Cars Sharing Main Street initiative to
expedite the economic development

BUFFALO
NIAGARA
PARTNERSHIP

benefits of returning two-way vehicular

NAME OF PROJECT
Cars Sharing Main Street

PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
Completing this project would allow for

Completion
CITY/REGION
Buffalo, NY
OVERALL COST
$96 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$96 million

traffic to Main Street in downtown
Buffalo. Portions of Main Street are
currently closed to vehicular traffic. The
track bed for the region's light rail system
(NFTA Metro Rail) runs along Main Street
through downtown Buffalo's central
business district.

both the Metro Rail and two-way
vehicular traffic to share Main Street,
bolstering greater economic development
in downtown Buffalo. To date, this project
has secured the necessary funding
incrementally, leading to years of
construction and significantly delaying
efforts to improve the quality of life and
economic development opportunities
downtown. Full funding is needed to
avoid costly, prolonged construction and
delays.
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TOLEDO
REGIONAL
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
NAME OF PROJECT
I-475/20A Interchange
CITY/REGION
Toledo, OH
OVERALL COST
$90 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$70 million
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DESCRIPTION
Funding is necessary to build a new
interchange at I-475/20A.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
The impacts of the completion of a new I475/20A Interchange include additional
economic opportunities like the creation
of alternate routes for the Toledo Express
Airport, increased access to major
regional employers, and the alleviation of
traffic concerns on local streets.
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GREATER
PITTSBURGH
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
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DESCRIPTION
The goal of the Pittsburgh Bus Rapid
Transit project is to link Oakland and
downtown Pittsburgh, the two largest job
centers in the region. The plan requires
converting an existing lane of either
Forbes or Fifth Avenue to be "bus-only,"
so both inbound and outbound BRT
routes would have their own right of way.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
The project will improve transit in the city
of Pittsburgh's Downtown-UptownOakland-East End Corridor and enhance
prospects for community development
and economic revitalization in the
corridor's neighborhoods.

NAME OF PROJECT
Pittsburgh Bus Rapid Transit
CITY/REGION
Pittsburgh, PA & Allegheny
County, PA
OVERALL COST
$195.5 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$100 million

GLMCC INFRASTRUCTURE
PRIORITIES

PAGE | 12

Project
Advocate

YOUNGSTOWN/
WARREN
REGIONAL
CHAMBER

NAME OF PROJECT
Mahoning River Revitalization
CITY/REGION
Youngstown, OH
OVERALL COST
$100 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$80 million
DESCRIPTION
The restoration and revitalization of
Mahoning River includes the removal of
dams and sediment, an increase in
recreational and commercial attractions,
and the creation of water and pedestrian
trails.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
This project will accelerate economic
development and talent attraction while
stimulating sections that overlap with
designated Opportunity Zones.
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MUSKEGON
LAKESHORE
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
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DESCRIPTION
This project centers on the renovation of
a commercial dock, including all required
engineering and construction, which
totals $5 million. In addition, roadway
construction is necessary to build a
crossover bridge that would connect
downtown Muskegon to the waterfront at
3rd Street. This portion of the project has
a total cost of $25 million.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
Muskegon is West Michigan's premier
deep water port and dock space is
currently at capacity. Adding an additional
dock will allow Muskegon to
accommodate 40 more cruise ship visits

NAME OF PROJECT
Muskegon Lake Port

while opening more space for cargo

Development: 3rd Street

redesign will also connect Muskegon's

Downtown

shipments further down the lake. This
public waterfront to the downtown. The
total impact will increase shipping

CITY/REGION
Muskegon, MI & West Michigan

capacity, increase tourism, expand office

OVERALL COST
$30 million

additional private investment, and

BUDGETARY NEED
$30 million

and residential development, attract
support job creation.
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QUAD CITIES
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
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DESCRIPTION
This project, to restore passenger rail
service from the Quad Cities to Chicago,
IL, is currently waiting on an agreement
between the State of Illinois and the Iowa
Interstate Railroad regarding track
upgrades.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
A complete restoration of passenger rail
service from the Quad Cities to Chicago,
IL will add approximately 550-700 jobs.
The restoration will also produce an
estimated annual economic impact of $25
million to the Quad Cities region.

NAME OF PROJECT
Passenger Rail Service
Restoration
CITY/REGION
Quad Cities Region & Chicago,
IL
OVERALL COST
$250 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$177million
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GRAND
HAVEN
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
NAME OF PROJECT
US-31 Drawbridge
Replacement
CITY/REGION
Grand Haven, MI & West
Michigan
OVERALL COST
$60 million
BUDGETARY NEED
$60 million
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DESCRIPTION
The US-31 drawbridge, which has broken
several times in recent history, is
programmed for structural replacement,
but funding is still pending. The
drawbridge replacement is tentatively
scheduled to be completed in 2021.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
This is the only bridge on the US-31
corridor, which runs across nearly all of
Michigan. Between Holland, Grand Haven,
and Muskegon, countless manufacturers
utilize this corridor. The US-31
drawbridge is also the only bridge that
crosses the Grand River for over 12 miles.
The regular breakdown of the bridge
stalls traffic and economic activity
throughout the region.
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GREATER
PITTSBURGH
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE &
YOUNGSTOWN/
WARREN
REGIONAL
CHAMBER

NAME OF PROJECT
Appalachian Ethane Storage
Hub
CITY/REGION
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky,
& West Virginia
OVERALL COST
$3.2 billion
DESCRIPTION
An Appalachian Ethane Storage Hub is a
significant infrastructure investment that
includes underground storage for large
Natural Gas Liquids (NGL's), an extensive
pipeline network spanning Kentucky,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia to
transport NGL's to and from the storage,
and a financial trading market to provide
price stability.
PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE
This project would create an additional
$36 billion in chemical investments in the
region. It would also create over 100,000
generational jobs.
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